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TITLE 42.  PENAL INSTITUTIONS   

CHAPTER 1.  GENERAL PROVISIONS   
ARTICLE 2.  SEXUAL OFFENDER REGISTRATION REVIEW BOARD  

 
  

O.C.G.A. § 42-1-12  (2013) 
 
§ 42-1-12.  State Sexual Offender Registry  
 
 
   (a) As used in this article, the term: 
 
   (1) "Address" means the street or route address of the sexual offender's residence. For 
purposes of this Code section, the term shall not mean a post office box. 
 
   (2) "Appropriate official" means: 
 
      (A) With respect to a sexual offender who is sentenced to probation without any 
sentence of incarceration in the state prison system or who is sentenced pursuant to Article 
3 of Chapter 8 of this title, relating to first offenders, the Division of Probation of the 
Department of Corrections; 
 
      (B) With respect to a sexual offender who is sentenced to a period of incarceration in a 
prison under the jurisdiction of the Department of Corrections and who is subsequently 
released from prison or placed on probation, the commissioner of corrections or his or her 
designee; 
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      (C) With respect to a sexual offender who is placed on parole, the chairperson of the 
State Board of Pardons and Paroles or his or her designee; and 
 
      (D) With respect to a sexual offender who is placed on probation through a private 
probation agency, the director of the private probation agency or his or her designee. 
 
   (3) "Area where minors congregate" shall include all public and private parks and 
recreation facilities, playgrounds, skating rinks, neighborhood centers, gymnasiums, school 
bus stops, public libraries, and public and community swimming pools. 
 
   (4) "Assessment criteria" means the tests that the board members use to determine the 
likelihood that a sexual offender will commit another criminal offense against a victim who 
is a minor or commit a dangerous sexual offense. 
 
   (5) "Board" means the Sexual Offender Registration Review Board. 
 
   (6) "Child care facility" means all public and private pre-kindergarten facilities, child care 
learning centers, preschool facilities, and long-term care facilities for children. 
 
   (6.1) "Child care learning center" shall have the same meaning as set forth in paragraph 
(2) of Code Section 20-1A-2. 
 
   (7) "Church" means a place of public religious worship. 
 
   (8) "Conviction" includes a final judgment of conviction entered upon a verdict or finding 
of guilty of a crime, a plea of guilty, or a plea of nolo contendere. A defendant who is 
discharged without adjudication of guilt and who is not considered to have a criminal 
conviction pursuant to Article 3 of Chapter 8 of this title, relating to first offenders, shall be 
subject to the registration requirements of this Code section for the period of time prior to 
the defendant's discharge after completion of his or her sentence or upon the defendant 
being adjudicated guilty. Unless otherwise required by federal law, a defendant who is 
discharged without adjudication of guilt and who is not considered to have a criminal 
conviction pursuant to Article 3 of Chapter 8 of this title, relating to first offenders, shall 
not be subject to the registration requirements of this Code section upon the defendant's 
discharge. 
 
   (9) (A) "Criminal offense against a victim who is a minor" with respect to convictions 
occurring on or before June 30, 2001, means any criminal offense under Title 16 or any 
offense under federal law or the laws of another state or territory of the United States which 
consists of: 
 
         (i) Kidnapping of a minor, except by a parent; 
 
         (ii) False imprisonment of a minor, except by a parent; 
 
         (iii) Criminal sexual conduct toward a minor; 
 
         (iv) Solicitation of a minor to engage in sexual conduct; 
 
         (v) Use of a minor in a sexual performance; 
 
         (vi) Solicitation of a minor to practice prostitution; or 
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         (vii) Any conviction resulting from an underlying sexual offense against a victim who 
is a minor. 
 
      (B) "Criminal offense against a victim who is a minor" with respect to convictions 
occurring after June 30, 2001, means any criminal offense under Title 16 or any offense 
under federal law or the laws of another state or territory of the United States which 
consists of: 
 
         (i) Kidnapping of a minor, except by a parent; 
 
         (ii) False imprisonment of a minor, except by a parent; 
 
         (iii) Criminal sexual conduct toward a minor; 
 
         (iv) Solicitation of a minor to engage in sexual conduct; 
 
         (v) Use of a minor in a sexual performance; 
 
         (vi) Solicitation of a minor to practice prostitution; 
 
         (vii) Use of a minor to engage in any sexually explicit conduct to produce any visual 
medium depicting such conduct; 
 
         (viii) Creating, publishing, selling, distributing, or possessing any material depicting a 
minor or a portion of a minor's body engaged in sexually explicit conduct; 
 
         (ix) Transmitting, making, selling, buying, or disseminating by means of a computer 
any descriptive or identifying information regarding a child for the purpose of offering or 
soliciting sexual conduct of or with a child or the visual depicting of such conduct; 
 
         (x) Conspiracy to transport, ship, receive, or distribute visual depictions of minors 
engaged in sexually explicit conduct; or 
 
         (xi) Any conduct which, by its nature, is a sexual offense against a victim who is a 
minor. 
 
      (C) For purposes of this paragraph, a conviction for a misdemeanor shall not be 
considered a criminal offense against a victim who is a minor, and conduct which is 
adjudicated in juvenile court shall not be considered a criminal offense against a victim who 
is a minor. 
 
   (10) (A) "Dangerous sexual offense" with respect to convictions occurring on or before 
June 30, 2006, means any criminal offense, or the attempt to commit any criminal offense, 
under Title 16 as specified in this paragraph or any offense under federal law or the laws of 
another state or territory of the United States which consists of the same or similar 
elements of the following offenses: 
 
         (i) Aggravated assault with the intent to rape in violation of Code Section 16-5-21; 
 
         (ii) Rape in violation of Code Section 16-6-1; 
 
         (iii) Aggravated sodomy in violation of Code Section 16-6-2; 
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         (iv) Aggravated child molestation in violation of Code Section 16-6-4; or 
 
         (v) Aggravated sexual battery in violation of Code Section 16-6-22.2. 
 
      (B) "Dangerous sexual offense" with respect to convictions occurring after June 30, 
2006, means any criminal offense, or the attempt to commit any criminal offense, under 
Title 16 as specified in this paragraph or any offense under federal law or the laws of 
another state or territory of the United States which consists of the same or similar 
elements of the following offenses: 
 
         (i) Aggravated assault with the intent to rape in violation of Code Section 16-5-21; 
 
         (ii) Kidnapping in violation of Code Section 16-5-40 which involves a victim who is 
less than 14 years of age, except by a parent; 
 
         (iii) False imprisonment in violation of Code Section 16-5-41 which involves a victim 
who is less than 14 years of age, except by a parent; 
 
         (iv) Rape in violation of Code Section 16-6-1; 
 
         (v) Sodomy in violation of Code Section 16-6-2; 
 
         (vi) Aggravated sodomy in violation of Code Section 16-6-2; 
 
         (vii) Statutory rape in violation of Code Section 16-6-3, if the individual convicted of 
the offense is 21 years of age or older; 
 
         (viii) Child molestation in violation of Code Section 16-6-4; 
 
         (ix) Aggravated child molestation in violation of Code Section 16-6-4, unless the 
person was convicted of a misdemeanor offense; 
 
         (x) Enticing a child for indecent purposes in violation of Code Section 16-6-5; 
 
         (xi) Sexual assault against persons in custody in violation of Code Section 16-6-5.1; 
 
         (xii) Incest in violation of Code Section 16-6-22; 
 
         (xiii) A second conviction for sexual battery in violation of Code Section 16-6-22.1; 
 
         (xiv) Aggravated sexual battery in violation of Code Section 16-6-22.2; 
 
         (xv) Sexual exploitation of children in violation of Code Section 16-12-100; 
 
         (xvi) Electronically furnishing obscene material to minors in violation of Code Section 
16-12-100.1; 
 
         (xvii) Computer pornography and child exploitation prevention in violation of Code 
Section 16-12-100.2; 
 
         (xviii) Obscene telephone contact in violation of Code Section 16-12-100.3; or 
 
         (xix) Any conduct which, by its nature, is a sexual offense against a victim who is a 

http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=6&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-6-4&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=9815e4f9d76e9198d42910480ed304d9
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=7&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-6-22.2&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=8d9e8ad5a05ed6dc83d8f2a4bc7749ea
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=8&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-5-21&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=8383b589eae58eb145db31d7cdd6c43a
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=9&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-5-40&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=5dbd2ab91ec4d1208b4ff416dede521c
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=10&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-5-41&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=d4270182b190be6eda64f22fe2a5cc45
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=11&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-6-1&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=cac99b3558a7fe1318709c6ed413ccd8
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=12&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-6-2&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=8dd34591116c049ea01ec31ba5e34db2
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=13&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-6-2&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=f0098f2edf4d55d3e33a691f5369c168
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=14&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-6-3&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=4ddf6e9b66958fa73bd2fc5d9469e28b
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=15&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-6-4&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=dce06b4df74e86b4fa8c9e0c99a7f439
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=16&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-6-4&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=d59a1c537d5797634e4615e29b6a9ee1
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=17&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-6-5&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=a8d0d51e105a6236aaa73b24f10e4093
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=18&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-6-5.1&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=9b4ceaf3a7a919ca9fe5512f319388ba
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=19&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-6-22&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=63dc47c99d7a506282fb39850001c8c2
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=20&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-6-22.1&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=5fed420819bcf8cf4343389c915c4395
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=21&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-6-22.2&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=22131c9a23c8da464a0e7d54dacd58c5
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=22&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-12-100&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=21217e69c5e219fe49e54640387c89a4
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=23&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-12-100.1&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=784c682749df7297d75b4a3af830cd6a
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=23&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-12-100.1&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=784c682749df7297d75b4a3af830cd6a
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=24&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-12-100.2&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=4b00bb0ace57af28f1717e33d26ac6bb
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=24&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-12-100.2&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=4b00bb0ace57af28f1717e33d26ac6bb
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=259ecdf1a709dd2152be4b25e9fb112e&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bO.C.G.A.%20%a7%2042-1-12%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=25&_butInline=1&_butinfo=GACODE%2016-12-100.3&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzB-zSkAW&_md5=98e773aaa80c28c84e31817c7ec707ae


minor or an attempt to commit a sexual offense against a victim who is a minor. 
 
      (C) For purposes of this paragraph, a conviction for a misdemeanor shall not be 
considered a dangerous sexual offense, and conduct which is adjudicated in juvenile court 
shall not be considered a dangerous sexual offense. 
 
   (11) "Institution of higher education" means a private or public community college, state 
university, state college, or independent postsecondary institution. 
 
   (12) "Level I risk assessment classification" means the sexual offender is a low sex 
offense risk and low recidivism risk for future sexual offenses. 
 
   (13) "Level II risk assessment classification" means the sexual offender is an 
intermediate sex offense risk and intermediate recidivism risk for future sexual offenses and 
includes all sexual offenders who do not meet the criteria for classification either as a 
sexually dangerous predator or for Level I risk assessment. 
 
   (14) "Minor" means any individual under the age of 18 years and any individual that the 
sexual offender believed at the time of the offense was under the age of 18 years if such 
individual was the victim of an offense. 
 
   (15) "Public and community swimming pools" includes municipal, school, hotel, motel, or 
any pool to which access is granted in exchange for payment of a daily fee. The term 
includes apartment complex pools, country club pools, or subdivision pools which are open 
only to residents of the subdivision and their guests. This term does not include a private 
pool or hot tub serving a single-family dwelling and used only by the residents of the 
dwelling and their guests. 
 
   (16) "Required registration information" means: 
 
      (A) Name; social security number; age; race; sex; date of birth; height; weight; hair 
color; eye color; fingerprints; and photograph; 
 
      (B) Address, within this state or out of state, and, if applicable in addition to the 
address, a rural route address and a post office box; 
 
      (C) If the place of residence is a motor vehicle or trailer, the vehicle identification 
number, the license tag number, and a description, including color scheme, of the motor 
vehicle or trailer; 
 
      (D) If the place of residence is a mobile home, the mobile home location permit 
number; the name and address of the owner of the home; a description, including the color 
scheme of the mobile home; and, if applicable, a description of where the mobile home is 
located on the property; 
 
      (E) If the place of residence is a manufactured home, the name and address of the 
owner of the home; a description, including the color scheme of the manufactured home; 
and, if applicable, a description of where the manufactured home is located on the property; 
 
      (F) If the place of residence is a vessel, live-aboard vessel, or houseboat, the hull 
identification number; the manufacturer's serial number; the name of the vessel, live-
aboard vessel, or houseboat; the registration number; and a description, including color 
scheme, of the vessel, live-aboard vessel, or houseboat; 



 
      (F.1) If the place of residence is the status of homelessness, information as provided 
under paragraph (2.1) of subsection (f) of this Code section; 
 
      (G) Date of employment, place of any employment, and address of employer; 
 
      (H) Place of vocation and address of the place of vocation; 
 
      (I) Vehicle make, model, color, and license tag number; 
 
      (J) If enrolled, employed, or carrying on a vocation at an institution of higher education 
in this state, the name, address, and county of each institution, including each campus 
attended, and enrollment or employment status; and 
 
      (K) The name of the crime or crimes for which the sexual offender is registering and 
the date released from prison or placed on probation, parole, or supervised release. 
 
   (17) "Risk assessment classification" means the notification level into which a sexual 
offender is placed based on the board's assessment. 
 
   (18) "School" means all public and private kindergarten, elementary, and secondary 
schools. 
 
   (19) "School bus stop" means a school bus stop as designated by local school boards of 
education or by a private school. 
 
   (20) "Sexual offender" means any individual: 
 
      (A) Who has been convicted of a criminal offense against a victim who is a minor or any 
dangerous sexual offense; 
 
      (B) Who has been convicted under the laws of another state or territory, under the laws 
of the United States, under the Uniform Code of Military Justice, or in a tribal court of a 
criminal offense against a victim who is a minor or a dangerous sexual offense; or 
 
      (C) Who is required to register pursuant to subsection (e) of this Code section. 
 
   (21) "Sexually dangerous predator" means a sexual offender: 
 
      (A) Who was designated as a sexually violent predator between July 1, 1996, and June 
30, 2006; or 
 
      (B) Who is determined by the Sexual Offender Registration Review Board to be at 
risk of perpetrating any future dangerous sexual offense. 
 
   (22) "Vocation" means any full-time, part-time, or volunteer employment with or without 
compensation exceeding 14 consecutive days or for an aggregate period of time exceeding 
30 days during any calendar year. 
 
(b) Before a sexual offender who is required to register under this Code section is released 
from prison or placed on parole, supervised release, or probation, the appropriate official 
shall: 
 



   (1) Inform the sexual offender of the obligation to register, the amount of the 
registration fee, and how to maintain registration; 
 
   (2) Obtain the information necessary for the required registration information; 
 
   (3) Inform the sexual offender that, if the sexual offender changes any of the required 
registration information, other than residence address, the sexual offender shall give the 
new information to the sheriff of the county with whom the sexual offender is registered 
within 72 hours of the change of information; if the information is the sexual offender's 
new residence address, the sexual offender shall give the information to the sheriff of the 
county with whom the sexual offender last registered within 72 hours prior to moving and 
to the sheriff of the county to which the sexual offender is moving within 72 hours prior to 
moving; 
 
   (4) Inform the sexual offender that he or she shall also register in any state where he or 
she is employed, carries on a vocation, or is a student; 
 
   (5) Inform the sexual offender that, if he or she changes residence to another state, the 
sexual offender shall register the new address with the sheriff of the county with whom the 
sexual offender last registered and that the sexual offender shall also register with a 
designated law enforcement agency in the new state within 72 hours after establishing 
residence in the new state; 
 
   (6) Obtain fingerprints and a current photograph of the sexual offender; 
 
   (7) Require the sexual offender to read and sign a form stating that the obligations of 
the sexual offender have been explained; 
 
   (8) Obtain and forward any information obtained from the clerk of court pursuant to Code 
Section 42-5-50 to the sheriff's office of the county in which the sexual offender will 
reside; and 
 
   (9) If required by Code Section 42-1-14, place any required electronic monitoring system 
on the sexually dangerous predator and explain its operation and cost. 
 
(c) The Department of Corrections shall: 
 
   (1) Forward to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation a copy of the form stating that the 
obligations of the sexual offender have been explained; 
 
   (2) Forward any required registration information to the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation; 
 
   (3) Forward the sexual offender's fingerprints and photograph to the sheriff's office of 
the county where the sexual offender is going to reside; 
 
   (4) Inform the board and the prosecuting attorney for the jurisdiction in which a sexual 
offender was convicted of the impending release of a sexual offender at least eight 
months prior to such release so as to facilitate compliance with Code Section 42-1-14; and 
 
   (5) Keep all records of sexual offenders in a secure facility in accordance with Code 
Sections 15-1-10, 15-6-62, and 15-6-62.1 until official proof of death of a registered sexual 
offender; thereafter, the records shall be destroyed. 
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(d) No sexual offender shall be released from prison or placed on parole, supervised 
release, or probation until: 
 
   (1) The appropriate official has provided the Georgia Bureau of Investigation and the 
sheriff's office in the county where the sexual offender will be residing with the sexual 
offender's required registration information and risk assessment classification level; and 
 
   (2) The sexual offender's name has been added to the list of sexual offenders 
maintained by the Georgia Bureau of Investigation and the sheriff's office as required by 
this Code section. 
 
(e) Registration pursuant to this Code section shall be required by any individual who: 
 
   (1) Is convicted on or after July 1, 1996, of a criminal offense against a victim who is a 
minor; 
 
   (2) Is convicted on or after July 1, 1996, of a dangerous sexual offense; 
 
   (3) Has previously been convicted of a criminal offense against a victim who is a minor 
and may be released from prison or placed on parole, supervised release, or probation on or 
after July 1, 1996; 
 
   (4) Has previously been convicted of a sexually violent offense or dangerous sexual 
offense and may be released from prison or placed on parole, supervised release, or 
probation on or after July 1, 1996; 
 
   (5) Is a resident of Georgia who intends to reside in this state and who is convicted under 
the laws of another state or the United States, under the Uniform Code of Military Justice, or 
in a tribal court of a sexually violent offense, a criminal offense against a victim who is a 
minor on or after July 1, 1999, or a dangerous sexual offense on or after July 1, 1996; 
 
   (6) Is a nonresident who changes residence from another state or territory of the United 
States or any other place to Georgia who is required to register as a sexual offender under 
federal law, military law, tribal law, or the laws of another state or territory or who has been 
convicted in this state of a criminal offense against a victim who is a minor or any 
dangerous sexual offense; 
 
   (7) Is a nonresident sexual offender who enters this state for the purpose of employment 
or any other reason for a period exceeding 14 consecutive days or for an aggregate period 
of time exceeding 30 days during any calendar year regardless of whether such sexual 
offender is required to register under federal law, military law, tribal law, or the laws of 
another state or territory; or 
 
   (8) Is a nonresident sexual offender who enters this state for the purpose of attending 
school as a full-time or part-time student regardless of whether such sexual offender is 
required to register under federal law, military law, tribal law, or the laws of another state 
or territory. 
 
(f) Any sexual offender required to register under this Code section shall: 
 
   (1) Provide the required registration information to the appropriate official before being 
released from prison or placed on parole, supervised release, or probation; 



 
   (2) Register in person with the sheriff of the county in which the sexual offender resides 
within 72 hours after the sexual offender's release from prison or placement on parole, 
supervised release, probation, or entry into this state; 
 
   (2.1) In the case of a sexual offender whose place of residence is the status of 
homelessness, in lieu of the requirements of paragraph (2) of this subsection, register in 
person with the sheriff of the county in which the sexual offender sleeps within 72 hours 
after the sexual offender's release from prison or placement on parole, supervised release, 
probation, or entry into this state and provide the location where he or she sleeps; 
 
   (3) Maintain the required registration information with the sheriff of each county in 
which the sexual offender resides or sleeps; 
 
   (4) Renew the required registration information with the sheriff of the county in which 
the sexual offender resides or sleeps by reporting in person to the sheriff within 72 hours 
prior to such offender's birthday each year to be photographed and fingerprinted; 
 
   (5) Update the required registration information with the sheriff of the county in which 
the sexual offender resides within 72 hours of any change to the required registration 
information, other than where he or she resides or sleeps if such person is homeless. If the 
information is the sexual offender's new address, the sexual offender shall give the 
information regarding the sexual offender's new address to the sheriff of the county in 
which the sexual offender last registered within 72 hours prior to any change of address 
and to the sheriff of the county to which the sexual offender is moving within 72 hours 
prior to establishing such new address. If the sexual offender is homeless and the 
information is the sexual offender's new sleeping location, within 72 hours of changing 
sleeping locations, the sexual offender shall give the information regarding the sexual 
offender's new sleeping location to the sheriff of the county in which the sexual offender 
last registered, and if the county has changed, to the sheriff of the county to which the 
sexual offender has moved; and 
 
   (6) Continue to comply with the registration requirements of this Code section for the 
entire life of the sexual offender, excluding ensuing periods of incarceration. 
 
(g) A sexual offender required to register under this Code section may petition to be 
released from the registration requirements and from the residency or employment 
restrictions of this Code section in accordance with the provisions of Code Section 42-1-19. 
 
(h) (1) The appropriate official or sheriff shall, within 72 hours after receipt of the required 
registration information, forward such information to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation. 
Once the data is entered into the Criminal Justice Information System by the appropriate 
official or sheriff, the Georgia Crime Information Center shall notify the sheriff of the sexual 
offender's county of residence, either permanent or temporary, the sheriff of the county of 
employment, and the sheriff of the county where the sexual offender attends an institution 
of higher education within 24 hours of entering the data or any change to the data. 
 
   (2) The Georgia Bureau of Investigation shall: 
 
      (A) Transmit all information, including the conviction data and fingerprints, to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation within 24 hours of entering the data; 
 
      (B) Establish operating policies and procedures concerning record ownership, quality, 
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verification, modification, and cancellation; and 
 
      (C) Perform mail out and verification duties as follows: 
 
         (i) Send each month Criminal Justice Information System network messages to 
sheriffs listing sexual offenders due for verification; 
 
         (ii) Create a photo image file from original entries and provide such entries to sheriffs 
to assist in sexual offender identification and verification; 
 
         (iii) Mail a nonforwardable verification form to the last reported address of the sexual 
offender within ten days prior to the sexual offender's birthday; 
 
         (iv) If the sexual offender changes residence to another state, notify the law 
enforcement agency with which the sexual offender shall register in the new state; and 
 
         (v) Maintain records required under this Code section. 
 
(i) The sheriff's office in each county shall: 
 
   (1) Prepare and maintain a list of all sexual offenders and sexually dangerous predators 
residing in each county. Such list shall include the sexual offender's name; age; physical 
description; address; crime of conviction, including conviction date and the jurisdiction of 
the conviction; photograph; and the risk assessment classification level provided by the 
board, and an explanation of how the board classifies sexual offenders and sexually 
dangerous predators; 
 
   (2) Electronically submit and update all information provided by the sexual offender 
within two business days to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation in a manner prescribed by 
the Georgia Bureau of Investigation; 
 
   (3) Maintain and provide a list, manually or electronically, of every sexual offender 
residing in each county so that it may be available for inspection: 
 
      (A) In the sheriff's office; 
 
      (B) In any county administrative building; 
 
      (C) In the main administrative building for any municipal corporation; 
 
      (D) In the office of the clerk of the superior court so that such list is available to the 
public; and 
 
      (E) On a website maintained by the sheriff of the county for the posting of general 
information; 
 
   (4) Update the public notices required by paragraph (3) of this subsection within two 
business days of the receipt of such information; 
 
   (5) Inform the public of the presence of sexual offenders in each community; 
 
   (6) Update the list of sexual offenders residing in the county upon receipt of new 
information affecting the residence address of a sexual offender or upon the registration 



of a sexual offender moving into the county by virtue of release from prison, relocation 
from another county, conviction in another state, federal court, military tribunal, or tribal 
court. Such list, and any additions to such list, shall be delivered, within 72 hours of 
updating the list of sexual offenders residing in the county, to all schools or institutions of 
higher education located in the county; 
 
   (7) Within 72 hours of the receipt of changed required registration information, notify 
the Georgia Bureau of Investigation through the Criminal Justice Information System of 
each change of information; 
 
   (8) Retain the verification form stating that the sexual offender still resides at the 
address last reported; 
 
   (9) Enforce the criminal provisions of this Code section. The sheriff may request the 
assistance of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation to enforce the provisions of this Code 
section; 
 
   (10) Cooperate and communicate with other sheriffs' offices in this state and in the United 
States to maintain current data on the location of sexual offenders; 
 
   (11) Determine the appropriate time of day for reporting by sexual offenders, which 
shall be consistent with the reporting requirements of this Code section; 
 
   (12) If required by Code Section 42-1-14, place any electronic monitoring system on the 
sexually dangerous predator and explain its operation and cost; 
 
   (13) Provide current information on names and addresses of all registered sexual 
offenders to campus police with jurisdiction for the campus of an institution of higher 
education if the campus is within the sheriff's jurisdiction; and 
 
   (14) Collect the annual $250.00 registration fee from the sexual offender and transmit 
such fees to the state for deposit into the general fund. 
 
(j) (1) The sheriff of the county where the sexual offender resides or last registered shall 
be the primary law enforcement official charged with communicating the whereabouts of the 
sexual offender and any changes in required registration information to the sheriff's office 
of the county or counties where the sexual offender is employed, volunteers, attends an 
institution of higher education, or moves. 
 
   (2) The sheriff's office may post the list of sexual offenders in any public building in 
addition to those locations enumerated in subsection (h) of this Code section. 
 
(k) The Georgia Crime Information Center shall create the Criminal Justice Information 
System network transaction screens by which appropriate officials shall enter original data 
required by this Code section. Screens shall also be created for sheriffs' offices for the entry 
of record confirmation data; employment; changes of residence, institutions of higher 
education, or employment; or other pertinent data to assist in sexual offender 
identification. 
 
(l) (1) On at least an annual basis, the Department of Education shall obtain from the 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation a complete list of the names and addresses of all registered 
sexual offenders and shall provide access to such information, accompanied by a hold 
harmless provision, to each school in this state. In addition, the Department of Education 
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shall provide information to each school in this state on accessing and retrieving from the 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation's website a list of the names and addresses of all registered 
sexual offenders. 
 
   (2) On at least an annual basis, the Department of Early Care and Learning shall provide 
current information to all child care programs regulated pursuant to Code Section 20-1A-10 
and to all child care learning centers, day-care, group day-care, and family day-care 
programs regulated pursuant to Code Section 49-5-12 on accessing and retrieving from the 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation's website a list of the names and addresses of all registered 
sexual offenders and shall include, on a continuing basis, such information with each 
application for licensure, commissioning, or registration for early care and education 
programs. 
 
   (3) On at least an annual basis, the Department of Human Services shall provide current 
information to all long-term care facilities for children on accessing and retrieving from the 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation's website a list of the names and addresses of all registered 
sexual offenders. 
 
(m) Within ten days of the filing of a defendant's discharge and exoneration of guilt 
pursuant to Article 3 of Chapter 8 of this title, the clerk of court shall transmit the order of 
discharge and exoneration to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation and any sheriff 
maintaining records required under this Code section. 
 
(n) Any individual who: 
 
   (1) Is required to register under this Code section and who fails to comply with the 
requirements of this Code section; 
 
   (2) Provides false information; or 
 
   (3) Fails to respond directly to the sheriff of the county where he or she resides or sleeps 
within 72 hours prior to such individual's birthday 
 
shall be guilty of a felony and shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than one nor 
more than 30 years; provided, however, that upon the conviction of the second offense 
under this subsection, the defendant shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than 
five nor more than 30 years. 
 
(o) The information collected pursuant to this Code section shall be treated as private data 
except that: 
 
   (1) Such information may be disclosed to law enforcement agencies for law enforcement 
purposes; 
 
   (2) Such information may be disclosed to government agencies conducting confidential 
background checks; and 
 
   (3) The Georgia Bureau of Investigation or any sheriff maintaining records required under 
this Code section shall, in addition to the requirements of this Code section to inform the 
public of the presence of sexual offenders in each community, release such other relevant 
information collected under this Code section that is necessary to protect the public 
concerning sexual offenders required to register under this Code section, except that the 
identity of a victim of an offense that requires registration under this Code section shall 
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not be released. 
 
(p) The Board of Public Safety is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations necessary 
for the Georgia Bureau of Investigation and the Georgia Crime Information Center to 
implement and carry out the provisions of this Code section. 
 
(q) Law enforcement agencies, employees of law enforcement agencies, and state officials 
shall be immune from liability for good faith conduct under this article. 
 
THE 2013 AMENDMENT, effective July 1, 2013, deleted "day-care centers," following "pre-
kindergarten facilities," in paragraph (a)(6); redesignated former paragraph (a)(10.1) as 
present paragraph (a)(6.1); and, in paragraph (a)(6.1), substituted "Child care learning 
center" for "Day-care center" at the beginning, and substituted "paragraph (2)" for 
"paragraph (4)" near the end. 
 

O.C.G.A. § 42-1-13  (2013) 
 
§ 42-1-13.  Sexual Offender Registration Review Board; composition; appointment; 
administration and duties; immunity from liability  
 
 
   (a) The Sexual Offender Registration Review Board shall be composed of three 
professionals licensed under Title 43 and knowledgeable in the field of the behavior and 
treatment of sexual offenders; at least one representative from a victims' rights advocacy 
group or agency; and at least two representatives from law enforcement, each of whom is 
either employed by a law enforcement agency as a certified peace officer under Title 35 or 
retired from such employment. The members of the board shall be appointed by the 
commissioner of behavioral health and developmental disabilities for terms of four years. On 
and after July 1, 2006, successors to the members of the board shall be appointed by the 
Governor. Members of the board shall take office on the first day of September immediately 
following the expired term of that office and shall serve for a term of four years and until 
the appointment of their respective successors. No member shall serve on the board more 
than two consecutive terms. Vacancies occurring on the board, other than those caused by 
expiration of a term of office, shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment 
to the position vacated for the remainder of the unexpired term and until a successor is 
appointed. Members shall be entitled to an expense allowance and travel cost 
reimbursement the same as members of certain other boards and commissions as provided 
in Code Section 45-7-21. 
 
(b) The board shall be attached to the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental 
Disabilities for administrative purposes and, provided there is adequate funding, shall: 
 
   (1) Exercise its quasi-judicial, rule-making, or policy-making functions independently of 
the department and without approval or control of the department; 
 
   (2) Prepare its budget, if any, and submit its budgetary requests, if any, through the 
department; and 
 
   (3) Hire its own personnel, including but not limited to administrative personnel and 
clinical evaluators. 
 
(c) Any investigator who, as of June 30, 2012, was employed by the board shall be 
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transferred to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation on July 1, 2012, and shall no longer be 
under the administration or supervision of the board, except as required to provide the 
board with information as set forth in paragraph (15) of subsection (a) of Code Section 35-
3-4. The executive director of the board shall arrange administratively for the transfer of 
any equipment relating to the transfer of such personnel. 
 
(d) Members of the board shall be immune from liability for good faith conduct under this 
article. 
 
HISTORY: Code 1981, § 42-1-13, enacted by Ga. L. 2006, p. 379, § 24/HB 1059; Ga. L. 
2009, p. 453, §§ 3-2, 3-3/HB 228; Ga. L. 2012, p. 985, § 2/HB 895. 
 
THE 2012 AMENDMENT, effective July 1, 2012, substituted ", including but not limited to 
administrative personnel and clinical evaluators" for "if authorized by the Constitution of this 
state or by statute or if the General Assembly provides or authorizes the expenditure of 
funds therefor" in paragraph (b)(3); added subsection (c); and redesignated former 
subsection (c) as present subsection (d). 
  
CODE COMMISSION NOTES. --Pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, in 2012, "paragraph (15) 
of subsection (a) of Code Section 35-3-4" was substituted for "paragraph (14) of subsection 
(a) of Code Section 35-3-4" in subsection (c). 
 

O.C.G.A. § 42-1-14  (2013) 
 
§ 42-1-14.  Risk assessment classification; classification as "sexually dangerous predator"; 
electronic monitoring  
 
 
   (a) (1) The board shall determine the likelihood that a sexual offender will engage in 
another crime against a victim who is a minor or a dangerous sexual offense. The board 
shall make such determination for any sexual offender convicted on or after July 1, 2006, 
of a criminal offense against a victim who is a minor or a dangerous sexual offense and for 
any sexual offender incarcerated on July 1, 2006, but convicted prior to July 1, 2006, of a 
criminal offense against a victim who is a minor. Any sexual offender who changes 
residence from another state or territory of the United States or any other place to this 
state and who is not already designated under Georgia law as a sexually dangerous 
predator, sexual predator, or a sexually violent predator shall have his or her required 
registration information forwarded by the sheriff of his or her county of registration to 
the board for the purpose of risk assessment classification. The board shall also make such 
determination upon the request of a superior court judge for purposes of considering a 
petition to be released from registration restrictions or residency or employment 
restrictions as provided for in Code Section 42-1-19. 
 
   (2) A sexual offender shall be placed into Level I risk assessment classification, Level II 
risk assessment classification, or sexually dangerous predator classification based upon the 
board's assessment criteria and information obtained and reviewed by the board. The sexual 
offender may provide the board with information, including, but not limited to, 
psychological evaluations, sexual history polygraph information, treatment history, and 
personal, social, educational, and work history and may agree to submit to a psychosexual 
evaluation or sexual history polygraph conducted by the board. If the sexual offender has 
undergone treatment through the Department of Corrections, such treatment records shall 
also be submitted to the board for evaluation. The prosecuting attorney shall provide the 
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board with any information available to assist the board in rendering an opinion, including, 
but not limited to, criminal history and records related to previous criminal history. The 
board shall utilize the Georgia Bureau of Investigation to assist it in obtaining information 
relative to its evaluation of sexual offenders and the Georgia Bureau of Investigation shall 
provide the board with information as requested by the board. The board shall be 
authorized to obtain information from supervision records of the Board of Pardons and 
Paroles regarding such sexual offender, but such records shall remain confidential state 
secrets in accordance with Code Section 42-9-53 and shall not be made available to any 
other person or entity or be subject to subpoena unless declassified by the State Board of 
Pardons and Paroles. The clerk of court shall send a copy of the sexual offender's 
conviction to the board and notify the board that a sexual offender's evaluation will need 
to be performed. The board shall render its recommendation for risk assessment 
classification within: 
 
      (A) Sixty days of receipt of a request for an evaluation if the sexual offender is being 
sentenced pursuant to subsection (c) of Code Section 17-10-6.2; 
 
      (B) Six months prior to the sexual offender's proposed release from confinement if the 
offender is incarcerated; 
 
      (C) Sixty days of receipt of the required registration information from the sheriff when 
the sexual offender changes residence from another state or territory of the United States 
or any other place to this state and is not already classified; 
 
      (D) Sixty days if the sexual offender is sentenced to a probated or suspended 
sentence; and 
 
      (E) Ninety days if such classification is requested by the court pursuant to a petition 
filed under Code Section 42-1-19. 
 
   (3) The board shall notify the sex offender by first-class mail of its determination of risk 
assessment classification and shall send a copy of such classification to the Georgia Bureau 
of Investigation, the Department of Corrections, the sheriff of the county where the sexual 
offender is registered, and the sentencing court, if applicable. 
 
(b) If the board determines that a sexual offender should be classified as a Level II risk 
assessment classification or as a sexually dangerous predator, the sexual offender may 
petition the board to reevaluate his or her classification. To file a petition for reevaluation, 
the sexual offender shall be required to submit his or her written petition for reevaluation 
to the board within 30 days from the date of the letter notifying the sexual offender of his 
or her classification. The sexual offender shall have 60 days from the date of the 
notification letter to submit information as provided in subsection (a) of this Code section in 
support of the sexual offender's petition for reevaluation. If the sexual offender fails to 
submit the petition or supporting documents within the time limits provided, the 
classification shall be final. The board shall notify the sexual offender by first-class mail of 
its decision on the petition for reevaluation of risk assessment classification and shall send a 
copy of such notification to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, the Department of 
Corrections, the sheriff of the county where the sexual offender is registered, and the 
sentencing court, if applicable. 
 
(c) A sexual offender who is classified by the board as a Level II risk assessment 
classification or as a sexually dangerous predator may file a petition for judicial review of his 
or her classification within 30 days of the date of the notification letter or, if the sexual 
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offender has requested reevaluation pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code section, within 
30 days of the date of the letter denying the petition for reevaluation. The petition for 
judicial review shall name the board as defendant, and the petition shall be filed in the 
superior court of the county where the offices of the board are located. Within 30 days after 
service of the appeal on the board, the board shall submit a summary of its findings to the 
court and mail a copy, by first-class mail, to the sexual offender. The findings of the board 
shall be considered prima-facie evidence of the classification. The court shall also consider 
any relevant evidence submitted, and such evidence and documentation shall be mailed to 
the parties as well as submitted to the court. The court may hold a hearing to determine the 
issue of classification. The court may uphold the classification of the board, or, if the court 
finds by a preponderance of the evidence that the sexual offender is not placed in the 
appropriate classification level, the court shall place the sexual offender in the appropriate 
risk assessment classification. The court's determination shall be forwarded by the clerk of 
the court to the board, the sexual offender, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, and the 
sheriff of the county where the sexual offender is registered. 
 
(d) Any individual who was classified as a sexually violent predator prior to July 1, 2006, 
shall be classified as a sexually dangerous predator on and after July 1, 2006. 
 
(e) Any sexually dangerous predator shall be required to wear an electronic monitoring 
system that shall have, at a minimum: 
 
   (1) The capacity to locate and record the location of a sexually dangerous predator by a 
link to a global positioning satellite system; 
 
   (2) The capacity to timely report or record a sexually dangerous predator's presence near 
or within a crime scene or in a prohibited area or the sexually dangerous predator's 
departure from specific geographic locations; and 
 
   (3) An alarm that is automatically activated and broadcasts the sexually dangerous 
predator's location if the global positioning satellite monitor is removed or tampered with by 
anyone other than a law enforcement official designated to maintain and remove or replace 
the equipment. 
 
Such electronic monitoring system shall be worn by a sexually dangerous predator for the 
remainder of his or her natural life. The sexually dangerous predator shall pay the cost of 
such system to the Department of Corrections if the sexually dangerous predator is on 
probation; to the State Board of Pardons and Paroles if the sexually dangerous predator is 
on parole; and to the sheriff after the sexually dangerous predator completes his or her 
term of probation and parole or if the sexually dangerous predator has moved to this state 
from another state, territory, or country. The electronic monitoring system shall be placed 
upon the sexually dangerous predator prior to his or her release from confinement. If the 
sexual offender is not in custody, within 72 hours of the decision classifying the sexual 
offender as a sexually dangerous predator in accordance with subsection (b) of this Code 
section, the sexually dangerous predator shall report to the sheriff of the county of his or 
her residence for purposes of having the electronic monitoring system placed on the 
sexually dangerous predator. 
 
(f) In addition to the requirements of registration for all sexual offenders, a sexually 
dangerous predator shall report to the sheriff of the county where such predator resides six 
months following his or her birth month and update or verify his or her required 
registration information. 
 



  
THE 2013 AMENDMENT, effective July 1, 2013, added the sixth sentence in paragraph 
(a)(2). 
  

 
O.C.G.A. § 42-1-15  (2013) 

 
§ 42-1-15.  Restriction on registered offenders residing, working, or loitering within certain 
distance of child care facilities, churches, schools, or areas where minors congregate; 
penalty for violations; civil causes of action  
 
 
   (a) As used in this Code section, the term: 
 
   (1) "Individual" means a person who is required to register pursuant to Code Section 42-
1-12. 
 
   (2) "Lease" means a right of occupancy pursuant to a written and valid lease or rental 
agreement. 
 
   (3) "Minor" means any person who is under 18 years of age. 
 
   (4) "Volunteer" means to engage in an activity in which one could be, and ordinarily 
would be, employed for compensation, and which activity involves working with, assisting, 
or being engaged in activities with minors; provided, however, that such term shall not 
include participating in activities limited to persons who are 18 years of age or older or 
participating in worship services or engaging in religious activities or activities at a place of 
worship that do not include supervising, teaching, directing, or otherwise participating with 
minors who are not supervised by an adult who is not an individual required to register 
pursuant to Code Section 42-1-12. 
 
(b) On and after July 1, 2008, no individual shall reside within 1,000 feet of any child care 
facility, church, school, or area where minors congregate if the commission of the act for 
which such individual is required to register occurred on or after July 1, 2008. Such distance 
shall be determined by measuring from the outer boundary of the property on which the 
individual resides to the outer boundary of the property of the child care facility, church, 
school, or area where minors congregate at their closest points. 
 
(c) (1) On and after July 1, 2008, no individual shall be employed by or volunteer at any 
child care facility, school, or church or by or at any business or entity that is located within 
1,000 feet of a child care facility, a school, or a church if the commission of the act for 
which such individual is required to register occurred on or after July 1, 2008. Such distance 
shall be determined by measuring from the outer boundary of the property of the location at 
which such individual is employed or volunteers to the outer boundary of the child care 
facility, school, or church at their closest points. 
 
   (2) On or after July 1, 2008, no individual who is a sexually dangerous predator shall be 
employed by or volunteer at any business or entity that is located within 1,000 feet of an 
area where minors congregate if the commission of the act for which such individual is 
required to register occurred on or after July 1, 2008. Such distance shall be determined by 
measuring from the outer boundary of the property of the location at which the sexually 
dangerous predator is employed or volunteers to the outer boundary of the area where 
minors congregate at their closest points. 
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(d) Notwithstanding any ordinance or resolution adopted pursuant to Code Section 16-6-24 
or subsection (d) of Code Section 16-11-36, it shall be unlawful for any individual to loiter, 
as prohibited by Code Section 16-11-36, at any child care facility, school, or area where 
minors congregate. 
 
(e) (1) If an individual owns or leases real property and resides on such property and a child 
care facility, church, school, or area where minors congregate thereafter locates itself within 
1,000 feet of such property, or if an individual has established employment at a location and 
a child care facility, church, or school thereafter locates itself within 1,000 feet of such 
employment, or if a sexual predator has established employment and an area where minors 
congregate thereafter locates itself within 1,000 feet of such employment, such individual 
shall not be guilty of a violation of subsection (b) or (c) of this Code section, as applicable, if 
such individual successfully complies with subsection (f) of this Code section. 
 
   (2) An individual owning or leasing real property and residing on such property or being 
employed within 1,000 feet of a prohibited location, as specified in subsection (b) or (c) of 
this Code section, shall not be guilty of a violation of this Code section if such individual had 
established such property ownership, leasehold, or employment prior to July 1, 2008, and 
such individual successfully complies with subsection (f) of this Code section. 
 
(f) (1) If an individual is notified that he or she is in violation of subsection (b) or (c) of this 
Code section, and if such individual claims that he or she is exempt from such prohibition 
pursuant to subsection (e) of this Code section, such individual shall provide sufficient proof 
demonstrating his or her exemption to the sheriff of the county where the individual is 
registered within ten days of being notified of any such violation. 
 
   (2) For purposes of providing proof of residence, the individual may provide a driver's 
license, government issued identification, or any other documentation evidencing where the 
individual's habitation is fixed. For purposes of providing proof of property ownership, the 
individual shall provide a copy of his or her warranty deed, quitclaim deed, or voluntary 
deed, or other documentation evidencing property ownership. 
 
   (3) For purposes of providing proof of a leasehold, the individual shall provide a copy of 
the applicable lease agreement. Leasehold exemptions shall only be for the duration of the 
executed lease. 
 
   (4) For purposes of providing proof of employment, the individual may provide an Internal 
Revenue Service Form W-2, a pay check, or a notarized verification of employment from the 
individual's employer, or other documentation evidencing employment. Such employment 
documentation shall evidence the location in which such individual actually carries out or 
performs the functions of his or her job. 
 
   (5) Documentation provided pursuant to this subsection may be required to be date 
specific, depending upon the individual's exemption claim. 
 
(g) Any individual who knowingly violates this Code section shall be guilty of a felony and 
shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than ten nor more than 30 years. 
 
(h) Nothing in this Code section shall create, either directly or indirectly, any civil cause of 
action against or result in criminal prosecution of any person, firm, corporation, partnership, 
trust, or association other than an individual required to be registered under Code Section 
42-1-12. 
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O.C.G.A. § 42-1-17  (2013) 

 
§ 42-1-17.  Definitions; residency restrictions for sexual offenders; penalties  
 
 
   (a) As used in this Code section, the term: 
 
   (1) "Area where minors congregate" shall include all public and private parks and 
recreation facilities, playgrounds, skating rinks, neighborhood centers, gymnasiums, and 
similar facilities providing programs or services directed towards persons under 18 years of 
age. 
 
   (2) "Child care facility" means all public and private pre-kindergarten facilities, child care 
learning centers, and preschool facilities. 
 
   (3) "Individual" means a person who is required to register pursuant to Code Section 42-
1-12. 
 
   (4) "Lease" means a right of occupancy pursuant to a written and valid lease or rental 
agreement. 
 
   (5) "Minor" means any person who is under 18 years of age. 
 
(b) Any individual who committed an act between June 4, 2003, and June 30, 2006, for 
which such individual is required to register shall not reside within 1,000 feet of any child 
care facility, school, or area where minors congregate. Such distance shall be determined by 
measuring from the outer boundary of the property on which the individual resides to the 
outer boundary of the property of the child care facility, school, or area where minors 
congregate at their closest points. 
 
(c) (1) If an individual owns or leases real property and resides on such property and a child 
care facility, school, or area where minors congregate thereafter locates itself within 1,000 
feet of such property, such individual shall not be guilty of a violation of subsection (b) of 
this Code section if such individual successfully complies with subsection (d) of this Code 
section. 
 
   (2) An individual owning or leasing real property and residing on such property within 
1,000 feet of a prohibited location, as specified in subsection (b) of this Code section, shall 
not be guilty of a violation of this Code section if such individual had established such 
property ownership or leasehold prior to June 4, 2003, and such individual successfully 
complies with subsection (d) of this Code section. 
 
(d) (1) If an individual is notified that he or she is in violation of subsection (b) of this Code 
section, and if such individual claims that he or she is exempt from such prohibition 
pursuant to subsection (c) of this Code section, such individual shall provide sufficient proof 
demonstrating his or her exemption to the sheriff of the county where the individual is 
registered within ten days of being notified of any such violation. 
 
   (2) For purposes of providing proof of residence, the individual may provide a driver's 
license, government issued identification, or any other documentation evidencing where the 
individual's habitation is fixed. For purposes of providing proof of property ownership, the 
individual shall provide a copy of his or her warranty deed, quitclaim deed, or voluntary 
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deed, or other documentation evidencing property ownership. 
 
   (3) For purposes of providing proof of a leasehold, the individual shall provide a copy of 
the applicable lease agreement. Leasehold exemptions shall only be for the duration of the 
executed lease. 
 
   (4) Documentation provided pursuant to this subsection may be required to be date 
specific, depending upon the individual's exemption claim. 
 
(e) Any individual who knowingly violates this Code section shall be guilty of a felony and 
shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than three years. 
 
(f) Nothing in this Code section shall create, either directly or indirectly, any civil cause of 
action against or result in criminal prosecution of any person, firm, corporation, partnership, 
trust, or association other than an individual required to be registered under Code Section 
42-1-12. 
 
THE 2013 AMENDMENT, effective July 1, 2013, substituted "child care learning centers" for 
"day-care centers" near the end of paragraph (a)(2). 
 

O.C.G.A. § 42-1-18  (2013) 
 
§ 42-1-18.  "Photograph" defined; photographing minor without consent of parent or 
guardian prohibited; penalty  
 
 
   (a) As used in this Code section, the term "photograph" means to take any picture, film or 
digital photograph, motion picture film, videotape, or similar visual representation or image 
of a person. 
 
(b) No person required to register as a sexual offender pursuant to Code Section 42-1-12 
shall intentionally photograph a minor without the consent of the minor's parent or 
guardian. 
 
(c) Any person who knowingly violates this Code section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of 
a high and aggravated nature. 
 
NOTES: EFFECTIVE DATE. --This Code section became effective May 20, 2010. 
  
THE 2011 AMENDMENT, effective May 11, 2011, substituted "person required to register as 
a sexual offender pursuant to Code Section 42-1-12" for "individual" at the beginning 
subsection (b); and substituted "person" for "individual" at the beginning subsection (c). 
 
OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
  
FINGERPRINTING REQUIRED. --Any misdemeanor offenses arising under subsection (b) of 
O.C.G.A. § 42-1-18 are offenses for which those charged are to be fingerprinted. 2010 Op. 
Att'y Gen. No. 10-6. 

O.C.G.A. § 42-1-19  (2013) 
 
§ 42-1-19.  Petition for release from registration requirements  
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   (a) An individual required to register pursuant to Code Section 42-1-12 may petition a 
superior court for release from registration requirements and from any residency or 
employment restrictions of this article if the individual: 
 
   (1) Has completed all prison, parole, supervised release, and probation for the offense 
which required registration pursuant to Code Section 42-1-12; and 
 
      (A) Is confined to a hospice facility, skilled nursing home, residential care facility for the 
elderly, or nursing home; 
 
      (B) Is totally and permanently disabled as such term is defined in Code Section 49-4-
80; or 
 
      (C) Is otherwise seriously physically incapacitated due to illness or injury; 
 
   (2) Was sentenced for a crime that became punishable as a misdemeanor on or after July 
1, 2006, and meets the criteria set forth in subparagraphs (c)(1)(A) through (c)(1)(F) of 
Code Section 17-10-6.2; 
 
   (3) Is required to register solely because he or she was convicted of kidnapping or false 
imprisonment involving a minor and such offense did not involve a sexual offense against 
such minor or an attempt to commit a sexual offense against such minor. For purposes of 
this paragraph, the term "sexual offense" means any offense listed in division (a)(10)(B)(i) 
or (a)(10)(B)(iv) through (a)(10)(B)(xix) of Code Section 42-1-12; or 
 
   (4) Has completed all prison, parole, supervised release, and probation for the offense 
which required registration pursuant to Code Section 42-1-12 and meets the criteria set 
forth in subparagraphs (c)(1)(A) through (c)(1)(F) of Code Section 17-10-6.2. 
 
(b) (1) A petition for release pursuant to this Code section shall be filed in the superior court 
of the jurisdiction in which the individual was convicted; provided, however, that if the 
individual was not convicted in this state, such petition shall be filed in the superior court of 
the county where the individual resides. 
 
   (2) Such petition shall be served on the district attorney of the jurisdiction where the 
petition is filed, the sheriff of the county where the petition is filed, and the sheriff of the 
county where the individual resides. Service on the district attorney and sheriff may be had 
by mailing a copy of the petition with a proper certificate of service. 
 
   (3) If a petition for release is denied, another petition for release shall not be filed within 
a period of two years from the date of the final order on a previous petition. 
 
(c) (1) An individual who meets the requirements of paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of subsection 
(a) of this Code section shall be considered for release from registration requirements and 
from residency or employment restrictions. 
 
   (2) An individual who meets the requirements of paragraph (4) of subsection (a) of this 
Code section may be considered for release from registration requirements and from 
residency or employment restrictions only if: 
 
      (A) Ten years have elapsed since the individual completed all prison, parole, supervised 
release, and probation for the offense which required registration pursuant to Code 
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Section 42-1-12; or 
 
      (B) The individual has been classified by the board as a Level I risk assessment 
classification, provided that if the board has not done a risk assessment classification for 
such individual, the court shall order such classification to be completed prior to considering 
the petition for release. 
 
(d) In considering a petition pursuant to this Code section, the court may consider: 
 
   (1) Any evidence introduced by the petitioner; 
 
   (2) Any evidence introduced by the district attorney or sheriff; and 
 
   (3) Any other relevant evidence. 
 
(e) The court shall hold a hearing on the petition if requested by the petitioner. 
 
(f) The court may issue an order releasing the individual from registration requirements or 
residency or employment restrictions, in whole or part, if the court finds by a preponderance 
of the evidence that the individual does not pose a substantial risk of perpetrating any 
future dangerous sexual offense. The court may release an individual from such 
requirements or restrictions for a specific period of time. The court shall send a copy of any 
order releasing an individual from any requirements or restrictions to the sheriff and the 
district attorney of the jurisdiction where the petition is filed, to the sheriff of the county 
where the individual resides, to the Department of Corrections, and to the Georgia Bureau 
of Investigation. 
 
HISTORY: Code 1981, § 42-1-19, enacted by Ga. L. 2010, p. 168, § 15/HB 571. 
 
NOTES: EFFECTIVE DATE. --This Code section became effective May 20, 2010. 
 
 

*** This document is current through the 4/30/13 cumulative supplement *** 
 

TITLE 140: GEORGIA CRIME INFORMATION CENTER COUNCIL   
CHAPTER 140-2 PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE 

 
Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. r. 140-2-.18 (2013) 

 
140-2-.18 The Georgia Sexually Violent Offender Registry. 
 
   (1) Georgialaw places responsibility for the establishment, operation and management of 
a sexually violent offender registry within the Georgia Bureau of Investigation and 
principally, GCIC. Accordingly, GCIC will perform the following functions: 
 
(a) Provide public access to the registry via the internet. 
 
(b) Participate in the National Sex Offender Public Registry (NSOPR). 
 
(c) Mail non-forwarding verification letters to the last known address of each registered sex 
offender, as required by law. The verification letter will serve as official notification to sex 
offenders that they must re-register with the Sheriff's Department in their county of 
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residence. 
 
(d) Notify sheriffs when a sex offender record is entered, updated, or deleted from the 
registry. 
 
(e) Publish periodic reports for sheriffs that list sex offenders and sexually dangerous 
predators residing in each county. 
 
(f) Notify appropriate out-of-state law enforcement agencies when a sex offender relocates 
to their state. 
 
(g) Conduct training on issues related to operation and maintenance of the sex offender 
registry. 
 
(2) The Department of Corrections, State Board of Pardons and Paroles and the Director of 
Private Probation agencies will enter sex offender records on the registry. They will submit 
updates including photos to the CJIS file as prescribed by statute and GCIC policy. 
 
(3) Each sheriff must maintain accurate information on all registered sex offenders residing 
within their jurisdiction, as required by law. 
 
(a) Each sheriff must update all required information, i.e. residence address, employment, 
school, etc. as required by law. 
 
Authority O.C.G.A. Sec. 42-1-12. 
 
History. Original Rule entitled "The Georgia Sexually Violent Offender Registry" adopted. F. 
Mar. 4, 1998; eff. Mar. 24, 1998. Amended: F. Sept. 5, 2002; eff. Sept. 25, 
2002.Repealed: New Rule of same title adopted. F. Sept. 25, 2007, eff. Oct. 15, 2007. 
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